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that the distinction is not one invented by
Hamilton to meet the exigencies of his own
system. He enumerates as many as twenty-
two authors, of the most various schools
of philosophy, who all acknowledged it
before him. Such a concurrence is no slight
argument in favour of the reality of the
distinction. "We do not say that these
writers, or Hamilton himself, have always
expressed this distinction in the best lan-
guage, or applied it in the best manner ; but
we say that it is a true distinction, and that
it is valid for the principal purpose to which
Hamilton applied it.

We do not agree with all the details of
Hamilton's application. We do not agree
with him, though he is supported by very
eminent authorities, in classifying our con-
viction of axiomatic principles as belief, and